Xelhara
Everything about the Xelhara language is unusual starting with the name. The “x” is pronounced like an English “sh” and “lh” represents a voiceless “l” like the Welsh “ll.” The language is related to no other and is spoken only on the island of Ixuriku (until recently “Xelharia” in English, or “Cheluria” on old maps.) Ixuriku is 700 miles off southern Brazil. The island has a population of 5.6 million, 5.2 million of whom are first language Xelhara. Most of the rest are Portuguese speakers, either left over from the colonial period or more recently arrived from Brazil. Most of these also speak Xelhara.

The language has a soft, shushing quality, like a cross between Portuguese and Hawaiian. There are also some odd consonants clusters reminiscent of Slavic languages. Word order is Verb-Subject-Object and grammar is simple, agglutinating and unusual. For example, verbs are marked for subject and object, which makes word sentences possible. The language contains many Portuguese loan words, though they are often hard to spot, lhivu for example, from “livro,” “book.”

Place & people
Ixuriku is a long island of 31,000 square miles. It is low-lying in the west and mountainous in the east. Climate is subtropical with average temperatures varying between 10 and 22 degrees centigrade. Tropical storms occasionally pass between Ixuriku and Brazil. Rain falls moderately heavily throughout the year. In 15** A.D. the Spanish and Portuguese divided the world between them with the Treaty of Tordesillas. Ixuriku was in the eastern, Portuguese sphere. So after they established a presence in Brazil, the Portuguese arrived in Ixuriku in 16**. They left in a hurry in 1974 when the Empire collapsed after the Portuguese revolution. 

The overwhelming majority of the people are native Xelhara. The Xelhara are a short people with, olive skin and dark-hair. Men reach an average height of 5 feet to 5 feet 2 inches. Women average around 4 feet 8 to 4 feet 10. The Xelhara are outgoing, happy and relaxed in the main. They like dancing, singing, romance and love-making. They wear bright, often clashing colours. The national sporting passion is a fast and complex ball game called Xebano. The Xebano season will be modelled on the sports pages on this site during the British winter (Ixuriku summer.) No-one knows where the Xelhara came from or which other races they are related to.

At First Contact, the Xelhara were divided into eight tribes. They had attained an Iron Age level of development, but without the wheel. They believed they were the only people on Earth. Because of this, they regarded their language as the only possible form of speech. Hence, the word “Xelhara” means simply, “They speak it.”

Sounds
There are 35 sounds in Xelhara. They are represented by 24 letters of the Roman alphabet (omitting c and q ) They are shown below with their equivalent International Phonetic Alphabet symbol between slashes.

Vowels

A   a
/a/
usually as in “bad,” but unstressed it can sound like the vowel y below

E   e
/Ɛ/
open, like the vowels in French “bȇte,” and English “air”

I     i
/i/
as in “machine”

O   o
/Ɔ/
open, like the vowel in “shawl”

U   u
/u/
as in “rude”

Y   y
/Ə/
between consonants y is a flat vowel, like the a in “around”

Nasal vowels are indicated by a following, non-syllabic n; xelhan “speaking.” This is not pronounced as a consonant, but serves only to nasalise the previous vowel. It is replaced by non-syllabic m before labial consonants (i.e. b, p v, f, w) Long vowels are marked with the macron these are held for twice the normal length, kohēne “wildcat”. Long nasal vowels therefore take both a macron and a following n; vānsa “house”. Where two vowels meet and one is i or u, that vowel weakens to (consonantal) y or w, respectively. A, e and o are pronounced separately when they meet other vowels, and y next to other vowels becomes a consonant (see below.) Normal stress is on the penultimate syllable, but long vowels attract the stress. 

Oral Stops

B   b
/b/
as in “bad”

P   p
/p/
like the second p in “pip” (not the first, which is aspirated)

D   d
/d/
dental as in Spanish “Diego”

T    t
/t/
dental as in Spanish “tapas” (not aspirated as in English “tip”)

G   g
/g/
always as in “gate,” never as in “gem”

K   k
/k/
like the ck in “kick” (not the first k, which is aspirated)

Nasal Stops

M   m
/m/
as in “mum,” except at the end of a syllable (see above)

N   n
/n/
dental as in Spanish “noche,” except at the end of a syllable (see above)

Continuants

V   v
/v/
as in “van”

F   f
/f/
always as in “off,” never as in “of”

Dh dh
/đ/
like the th in “then,” never as in “thin”

Th  th
/Ɵ/
like the th in “thin,” never as in “then”

Z   z
/z/
always as in “zebra,” never as in “pizza”

S   s
/s/
always as in “sea,” never as in “rose”

J   j
/j/
soft as in French “jaune,” like the s in English “leisure”

X   x
/ʃ/
like the sh in “shop”

Liquids

L   l
/l/
always clear as in “leaf,” never dark as in “full”

Lh lh
/ḷ/
clear and voiceless like Welsh “ll,” as in “llan”

R   r
/r/
trilled as in Spanish “pero”

Rh rh
/ṛ/
trilled and voiceless like Welsh “rh,” as in “Rhiannon”

Semi-vowels

Y   y
/j/
between vowels y becomes a consonant, pronounced as in “yes”

W  w
/w/
as in “walk”

H   h
/h/
always as in “home,” never silent

Double consonants are written and pronounced double, xutta, ”to pick, to choose”. Double digraphs are written by doubling the first letter only, so rh doubles to rrh. Apart from doubled letters, two consonants may not occur together, except in digraphs, which are of course only one sound. 

Nouns
The Xelhara noun comes in three forms.

	
	Xelhara
	English

	Indefinite
	Kohēne
	(a) wildcat, (some) wildcats

	Definite Singular
	Kohēnek
	The wildcat

	Definite Plural
	Kohēnei
	The wildcats


The lack of indefinite plural seems odd at first, but it is missing from other world languages, such as Basque and Māori. The idea seems to be that if we are talking about an unknown X or Xs, we cannot say much about them, not even their number. The definite is used more than in English. For example, it is used with body parts instead of possessive modifiers.

Nasal and diph ending e.g.s, irregular

Pronouns
Personal pronouns are

Modifiers
The class of modifiers corresponds to English adjectives and adverbs. They may be natural modifiers or derived from other parts of speech. Derived ones fall into four classes.

	Class
	Class name
	Noun
	English
	Modifier
	English

	1
	Is/like class
	Dā
	Man
	Dān
	Male, manly

	2
	To do with class
	-s
	Olive
	
	Olive

	3
	Made from class
	-t
	Woman
	
	Woman’s, women’s

	4
	For class
	-l
	Baby
	
	Baby


They normally follow the word they qualify.


K*****   -   olive oil


K*****   -   baby oil


Xelhar *****n   -   He/She/They speak quietly

Unlike English, Xelhara can bring out the fact that olive oil is made from olives and baby oil made for babies! Word order is often reversed. The language lacks a verb “to be,” but it uses initial position in a phrase or sentence to give emphasis. This enables it to make a distinction which English makes by using the verb “to be.”


**************   -   the beautiful woman


************   -   the woman is beautiful

Modifiers may carry the definite or plural marker instead of the noun. Only the last modifier of the noun may do this.

[e.g.s x 2, all add a+k]

Demonstrative modifiers

There are three degrees of demonstrative modifiers. They are the same as the demonstrative pronouns listed above. Like other modifiers, they may carry the plural marker instead of the noun, but they do not need marking for definite as they are inherently definite. They also shift position to indicate meaning.


***** ifai   -   these men


Ifa *****   -   this is a man

Posessive modifiers

Posessive modifiers derive from possessive pronouns by the addition of **, the sign of modifiers in the “to do with” class.

Numbers

Numbers are not

Verbs
The Xelhara verb has the following basic structure:


Stem – Subject – Object

Two other affixes may also be added. All verbs follow one pattern and have 56 forms. The verbal noun has no particular ending. It corresponds to the English gerund or infinitive.


Xutta   -   to pick, choose or select; picking, choosing, selecting


Buza   -   to see; seeing

Subject markers are added as suffixes. As with indefinite nouns, these do not show number, only person.

	
	Xelhara
	English

	Verbal noun
	Xutta
	To pick; picking

	1 person
	Xuttax
	I/we pick

	2 person
	Xuttad
	You (s./pl.) pick

	3 person
	Xuttar
	He/she/it/they pick(s) 


Any subject marker may be followed by one of three object markers, if an object is present. Take the –r series, for example:

	
	Xelhara
	English

	3s
	Buzar
	He/she/it/they see(s)

	3s-1o
	Buzaru
	He (etc.) sees me/us

	3s-2o
	Buzari
	He sees you (s./pl.)

	3s-3o
	Buzara
	He sees him/her/it/them 


Subject and object pronouns are normally omitted, thus word sentences are possible, as in the two tables above. They may be included for emphasis or to clarify number.

Passives may be formed by adding –hi as infix or suffix. They use the object markers above to show the agent (the subject of the corresponding active sentence.)


Buzahi   -   to be seen; being seen



Buzahida   -   you are seen by him (buza + passive + 2s +3 agent)

Progressive forms add the suffix –n to any of the above forms, or –en to forms ending in a consonant.


Xuttaxen   -   I am choosing (xutta + 1s + prog. 


Buzaxin   -   I am seeing you (buza + 1s + 2o + prog.)
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