A Brief history of Lesdeka and allied territories

Prehistory

The Dafenîkans are Europe’s largest surviving group of pre-Indo-European people.  They reached their present home at the end of the last ice age, some 10,000 years ago.  Evidence suggests they came from what is now north-west Spain and northern Portugal though some favour north-west Africa.

They brought with them their language, Old Dafenîkan.  Phoenicians reached Lisbon in the 7th century BC and it is known that they traded with the Dafenîkans.  They also gave them their alphabet.  Much modified, it became the Dafenîkan alphabet of today, and is used to write the three modern Dafenîkan languages: Lesdekan, Oskendan and Pelugan.  It looks a bit like a curly Cyrillic.  By the time the Phoenicians made contact, Old Dafenîkan seems to have broken into six main regional dialects corresponding roughly to modern Pelugan, North and South Oskendan, and North, South and Central Lesdekan. 

Social organisation was rudimentary; the clan was the main unit of society.  

Modern States Emerge
The rise of Rome led to fears of invasion amongst the Dafenîkans.  Some clans on the east coast banded together under a paramount chief to form the nucleus of the Lesdekan state.  The paramount chiefs became known as “Tîrani Lezdekonon,” Emperors of All the Lesdekans.  Through conquest and amalgamation, they took control of an area roughly equivalent to modern Lesdeka.  They made their capital at Ordetno, halfway up the east coast.  It has remained the capital ever since. Whilst they opposed Rome politically, they adopted many ideas from its civilisation.  They developed roads, bureaucracy and a regular army.  The western Dafenîkans began to fear their eastern neighbours and most banded together to form Oskenda.  Peluga in the north-west of the island, remained independent.

The long, thin island of Romnera, off the south-eastern coast of Lesdeka was ceded to Rome as a trading post (hence its name.) Rome forced this as the price of avoiding invasion, and always intended it as a jumping-off point for an invasion it planned anyway.  A huge Roman army assembled on the island in 355 AD and a Lesdekan army assembled across the straits at Keldhonek.  An Oskendan force set out to help the Lesdekans face down the common enemy.  The resulting Battle of Romnera finished off Rome’s western ambitions.  Roman troops were withdrawn to defend the eastern frontier against marauding German tribes.

A Christian church was recorded at Ordetno in 251 AD.  As Lesdeka was beyond the reach of Rome, it stayed beyond the reach of the Roman Catholic Church and became a haven for heretics.  One group, the Pelagians (a real group, NB) became particularly strong.  They preached that salvation was not simply given by the grace of God, but could be earned by good deeds.  They became dominant in the Dafenîkan Church, and eventually Pelagian Christianity became the official religion of all three states.  It remains the main religion of Peluga, a name that means, “Land of the Pelagians.”

The First Empire
Peluga refused to send troops to the Battle of Romnera and relations between Peluga and Lesdeka soured from that date.  Lesdeka invaded in 363 AD.  The collapse of Rome left a power vacuum in France, into which the Franks, a Germanic tribe were the first people to move.  Their push from the north was opposed by Lesdeka, which built up a territory in south-western France, between 480 and 502 AD.  The Iwan valley, along the western frontier with Oskenda had long been difficult to control.  Local leaders were autonomous and spent a lot of time raiding each other’s lands across the border.  Lesdeka tried to stamp this out with a string of castles along the valley.  The most important was at Helanet, astride the road from Ordetno to the Oskendan capital Moyhade.  Modern Helanet is the headquarters of the Lesdekan army.  Raiding continued, so Lesdekan troops began to make regular incursions into Oskenda to round up (or finish off) the bandits.  The Oskendan king resented this and war resulted.  Oskenda was conquered and the First Empire reached its fullest extent in 778 AD.

Clans remained strong.  As many had joined the Empire voluntarily, Emperors tended to work through the clans rather than against them.  The language of Empire was Classical Lesdekan.  This had four grammatical cases and a 25 letter alphabet.  It was the biggest single influence on Modern Lesdkan, Oskendan and Pelugan.  For details, see “Related tongues” (when available)
Things fall apart    

The Christian Crusades against Muslims are well known.  What is less well known is the Albigensian Crusade which began in southern France in 1209, against a sect of Christian heretics called the Cathars (true.) The Cathars were in alliance with the Pelagian heretics of Lesdeka. Therefore, Lesdeka became the Crusaders’ next target, once the Cathars were beaten in 1229. England took Peluga, along with nearly all Lesdeka’s French possessions. All bar a thirty-six square mile sliver of the French coast called Eftawhe, which remains Lesdekan to this day. The shock of defeat fuelled a succession battle and Lesdeka slid into civil war. One claimant to the throne became king of a newly independent Oskenda whilst Lesdeka broke up into a patchwork of warlord territories. These usually consisted of the territories of one, two or three clans. The “Emperor” now only controlled the territory around Ordetno. So, though clan had declined on the European mainland, it remained important here. Crusaders’ ships continued to harass the remaining imperial territory. 

A philosophy lecturer at the University of Ordetno was appalled at the situation. His name was Yedhîn and he gave up teaching to retreat to a small-holding above the hill-town of Rêheitha, overlooking the Eastern Plains. He lived a simple life tending his land, thinking and praying. When he emerged, it was to preach a new religion. His simple monotheistic creed became known as Yedhînism. It became the dominant religion in Lesdeka, partly because the old faith seemed to have failed in a time of need and partly for political reasons. Many believed that if enough Lesdekans converted they would no longer be heretics within Christianity, so the Crusaders would leave them alone. Emperor Wothnayo certainly believed it. He converted and began to call himself king, signalling an end to imperial ambition. These two acts meant the Crusaders left Lesdeka alone from that day on. As other warlords converted, they formed an alliance to defend their new faith. This alliance gradually retook the whole of Lesdeka, by 1353. After one hundred and eighteen years, the “Warlord’s Period” was brought to an end.  

The Classical Lesdekan tongue had been breaking down at the end of the First Empire. The Empire’s collapse accelerated its decline. It remained the language of the new king and his court, but on the streets, Modern Lesdekan now held sway. The oldest surviving piece of writing in the modern tongue dates from 1421.

A kingdom at peace
Lesdeka remained a kingdom until the seventeenth century. Its only foreign adventure was to kick the English out of Peluga in 1357. Lesdeka continued to rule Peluga from that date, until independence finally came in 1982. The period of English rule meant that Pelugan began to split into dialects, as there was no ruling class to set out a national standard language. Pelugan also simplified vowel and consonant clusters around this time and adopted some English and French loan words and sentence patterns. It remains the Dafenîkan tongue most open to outside influences.

The new kingdom was at peace with Oskenda and stayed out of the quarrels of the mainland. Missionaries spread Yedhînism abroad. It became the main faith of Oskenda and a large minority faith in Peluga. Rêheitha became the world centre of the new religion. Temples, temple gardens and shrines were built in and around the town. It grew and became prosperous as pilgrims poured in. The Iwan Valley again became difficult to control. Relations between Lesdeka’s Yedhînist and Pelagian Christian communities were usually peaceful but riots occasionally broke out. Christianity was a minority belief throughout the kingdom, but was strongest in the North and around Ordetno (its strong areas today.) Modern Lesdekan became the official language of state and religion in 1617.

The Second Empire
Lesdeka re-entered the empire-building business once it saw the gains the big powers were making in the New World In 1629, it sent an expeditionary force to grab a piece of the action. It acquired part of the South American mainland and called it Lesdekan Guyana, along with two Caribbean islands, which it called the Lesdekan Antilles. The southern port of Éstafoi, at the mouth of the Iwan, became the main port for trade with the New World. It grew rich on the export of African slaves and the import of sugar, spices and chocolate.

In 1778 a dynastic marriage re-united Lesdeka and Oskenda. The kings now ruled Lesdeka, Oskenda, Peluga, two slices of the Americas, and tiny Eftawhe. They began to call themselves “Emperors of All the Lesdekans” once again. The New World trade now shifted to the Oskendan deep-water port of Geltowha and Éstafoi fell into decline. Even today, many of its historic buildings have a romantically run down look to them. Peluga fell to Napoleon Bonaparte in 1802, but was retaken in 1815, as Lesdeka, for once, joined an alliance of continental powers to beat Napoleon. 

The Empire was now at its fullest extent. Central control was made more complete, thanks to the growth of the railways. Lesdekan speaking minorities appeared in the cities and towns of Oskenda and Peluga as administrators and merchants moved in. These minorities remain strong communities today. In the late 19th century, northern Lesdekan cities grew as they caught up with the industrial revolution. Durako, Kelmektau and Ngayhu were the chief beneficiaries of this trend. Seaside resorts such as Bedêtno, Keldhonek and Owhelego also boomed at this time, though Owhelego soon got swallowed up by Ordetno.

The twenty-one clans found a new role in the modern economy. They provided members with cheap loans and insurance, via companies owned by all clan members. A couple even set up consumer co-operatives buying food and other essentials in bulk. Thus, the clans remain relevant to this day.

Experiment with democracy
By the early 20th century, the new urban working class was beginning to organise. Trade unions and middle class liberals called for democracy. The rest of Western Europe was democratising, and Lesdeka was once again getting left behind. In 1921, Emperor Alhattan ascended to the throne and announced a programme of reform. The public were pleased and demonstrated their support in the streets. Alhattan introduced a constitutional monarchy in 1923. There was an elected single chamber Parliament, whose agenda was set by the Commission (the senior, policy-making part of the Civil Service) The Emperor made all state appointments, was head of the armed forces and responsible for the budget. He could also veto proposed new laws. This was not particularly democratic on a world scale, but was a brave experiment by local standards. It lasted just thirteen years. The worldwide recession of the 1930s led to the rise of fascism across Europe. In 1936 Lesdeka’s new fascist party, the Unity Party, became the biggest party in Parliament and began to reshape the state according to its own ends.

A New Order
The Unity Party introduced what we might call “Fascism Lite.” There was no personality cult of the leaders and no death camps. The Emperor, Somokan I was kept on as a figurehead, though Parliament gained more power and rival parties were banned. Elections henceforth were between Unity candidates and independents. Beneath the surface was a regular police state with informers, paramilitary police etc., etc. Communist and Liberal parties went underground and plotted the overthrow of Unity. Their plots came to nothing and they split into factions. Local residents associations were allowed, as were puppet trade unions.

It should be noted though, that Unity’s economic planning brought the nation into the twentieth century. A new wave of towns grew, based around electronics and light engineering. The growth of Lektuwhe, Hutayhu, Poldhuka and Îzbiren dates chiefly from this period. Unity also kept the country neutral in World War Two, which ensured the infrastructure survived in good shape, and probably also ensured the regime’s own survival. Living standards improved, but the country remained poor by West European standards.

In 1958, the regime got its first serious shock. Colonel Enkaatu Mabîlowa Kêzoro entered Parliament as an independent. He proved an outspoken opponent of Unity, but they dared not move against him as he was a popular and much decorated hero of the recent war against guerrillas in Lesdekan Guyana. Unity put up a popular minister against him in the 1963 election and won, but the damage had been done. He had inspired dissidents, educated the public and shown what could be done.

In the Mabîlowa era, residents associations and priests of both faiths began to disagree politely with the government. Unity leaders were worried and reluctantly, they allowed a few single issue pressure groups to organise nationally under a licensing scheme. By 1964, things quietened down as campaigners grew tired. Some causes were won, but most lost.

The Years of Ferment
In the late 60s and early 70s, there was an international wave of protest, including the American protests against the Vietnam War, the Paris riots of 1968 and the British miners strikes of 1972 and 1973. This wave hit Lesdeka in the summer of 1976, when the underground, independent trade unions broke cover. They staged a four month strike at Tekestili Ramezawhek, an exploitative linen firm with factories in the Ordetno/Hutayhu area. The strike was brutally suppressed by the Kodwela riot police, but the memory of it lingered in people’s minds. “Kothati en Baheku,” the Years of Ferment, had begun. 

Yet another illegal party was formed in 1977. Called the Radical Party, it stood for a mixed economy, participatory democracy and care for the environment. Members worked inside and outside the official political system and urged all opposition parties to unite in a “Rainbow Coalition” instead of arguing amongst themselves.

Eight Radicals entered Parliament in 1978 as “independents.” They took great care to ensure that no links could be found between their campaigns. Some were investigated, to see if they were linked, in the hope of banning them for party-like behaviour, but nothing was proven. They began to cause trouble in the debating chamber.

Meanwhile, Ordetno youth had been listening to punk rock and reggae on British and French radio. They fused these influences with the local Yasko music to create a protest sound of their own called “Urban Yasko.” The new music was banned, but spread throughout the Empire by being played on pirate radio and sold on the black market. It inspired a generation to join the protest movement.

Environmental, women’s and anti-racist movements grew. They had no formal organisation so could not be banned, but were not as effective as proper organisations might have been. Supporters recognised each other by their ideas and worked through established groups, particularly residents associations. 

From ferment to revolution

In 1982, the regime decided to get tough. Ordetno pirates Rooftop Radio and Telefizu Kanal Weya (Channel 5 Television) were raided and closed down. A bizarre new law decreed that independents who voted together against the government too often could be declared a “de facto” rival party and banned from Parliament. It was passed to justify the expulsion of the Radicals, but it angered other independents too as it limited their independence. The Radicals soon exceeded their voting limit and were denied admission to Parliament when they turned up together on the morning of 5th June 1982. They used remaining underground media to call people out on the streets. By early afternoon, there was a huge crowd in Parliament Square. The Radicals knew many people would want to head home in the evening, and feared the army might retake the square overnight. They contacted some Urban Yasko bands and DJs, who agreed to play for free that night and on following nights. So, as adults went home for the evening, teenagers and students came out to hear the music and act as a nightshift guarding the square. The international media picked up the story and the world watched nervously as protest spread to Durako, Éstafoi and elsewhere.

Many who did not join the protests stopped turning up for work. The economy faltered, but the government knew it could not arrest hundreds of thousands of people. They decided to retake Parliament Square as a symbolic victory. An officer who knew of this plan tipped-off ex-Colonel Mabîlowa. Mabîlowa  declared for the protestors and persuaded the commander of his old unit, the 3rd Light Infantry to bring his troops out on the side of the people. He also persuaded another infantry regiment and a tank regiment to join them. To deafening cheers, these units secured Parliament Square and other protest centres and captured state broadcaster Difuzoi Lezdekan. Unrest spread even further and Emperor Somokan II saw the game was up and fled to military-ruled Argentina with several Unity Party leaders.

On 16th June, a Rainbow Coalition government took over, including everyone from Conservatives to Communists. At the age of 71, ex-Colonel Mabîlowa was elected as first President of the Lesdekan Republic. Independence was granted to Oskenda, Peluga, Lesdekan Guyana and the Lesdekan Antilles. These last two became Gîneka and Antîleka respectively. The people were free at last!

The Lesdekan Social Model
Since the Revolution, governments have all been coalitions. The most influential have been the Radical-Green coalitions. They have introduced a social model based around a free-enterprise economy with a strong welfare state, and introduced, or kept, state control of key infrastructure such as railways, hospitals and broadcasting. Firms are required to allow workers to buy shares and have representatives on the board of directors. Grants are available to set up co-operatives, wholly owned and managed by the workforce. There has been a massive devolution of power from central government to the provinces and some of the world’s strongest environmental legislation has been enacted. Recycling many products is mandatory and renewable energy production is subsidised. Standards of living still lag behind most other West European countries, but people have more say in what happens at work and in their local communities than do people in most richer countries. The country is no Utopia, but it scores highly on worldwide happiness and quality of life surveys, and you cannot really ask for much more than that.
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(but based heavily on a version called lhistory97 – possibly dating originally from 1997. The version above is nearly half a page longer)                
