Lesdekan politics & government
Government
Government still follows the outline of the constitution set out by the reforming Emperor Alhattan early in the last century. The chief differences being that the country is now a republic, and the former empire is now free. There is a weak non-executive President. The President cannot initiate laws or set Parliament’s timetable, but they can refuse to sign them. The President appoints judges and top civil servants. They are also the guardian of the constitution. A single chamber Parliament sets the budget and passes laws. It has 209 members. It is responsible for law, justice, defence, foreign, environmental and social policy, most taxes and the economy.

Below Parliament is the Commission, the policy research and advice part of the Civil Service. It has the power to initiate secondary legislation, clarifying or adding detail to primary laws which are the sole responsibility of Parliament. Planning and delivery of public services is handled by the province or district. The eight provinces have a great deal of autonomy. They set by-laws and are responsible for regional economic planning. They run the education and health services and plan and maintain roads. All other public services are run by district and city authorities. 
Federation
The former Lesdekan Empire now forms a loose alliance called the Dafenĭkan Federation. The full members of the Federation are: Lesdekan, Oskenda, Peluga, Gĭneka and Antīleka. The semi-autonomous Lesdekan territories of Eftawhe and the Pawhelan Islands are associate members. The president is nominated for a year by each of the full members in turn. The small ruling council is responsible for free-trade within the bloc, the joint currency and the co-ordination of defence, environmental and foreign policy. The Federation is signed up to the Kyoto Agreement for the reduction of greenhouse gases and to the International Criminal Court. It is not signed up to the General Agreement on Trade in Services, which obliges members to privatise public assets. Federation members prefer to keep essential services such as health, telephones and electricity in public hands.
Political parties
There are 9 political parties in Lesdeka. From right to left these are: 

Conservative (conservative on both economic and social issues) 

Liberal (free-market economics and socially liberal/permissive) 

Socialist (social democratic welfare statist) 

Radical (social democratic, devolutionist, socially liberal, a bit green) 

Green (green) 

Democratic Left (ex-Communist, pro- strong trades unions, plus nationalisation of main industries) 

There are also women’s and rural parties plus the Romnecan Party. This is a nationalist movement for the areas that speak Romnecan (a Lesdekan-influenced Romance language.) These areas are: the semi-autonomous territories of Eftawhe, and the Pawhelan Islands, plus the island of Romnera within the Lesdekan province of Yhemboyhu. 
Elections
Elections are held by a proportional voting method called “Single Transferable Vote,” also used in Ireland. Voters mark candidates “1,2,3 …” in order of preference. First preferences are counted and the lowest scoring candidate knocked out. Their votes transfer to people’s second preferences, but one second preference is only worth 0.5 of a vote. The next lowest is then knocked out and their supporters’ second preferences redistributed. Any second preference votes on their pile are redistributed according to third preferences (worth 0.33 of a vote.) The counting process repeats until there are only enough candidates left to fill the seats. This is more complicated than “First Past the Post,” but ensures that winners are more representative of the populations they serve. Also First Past the Post encourages the development of a two party culture and means that some areas always return the same party, even if a large minority oppose them. Parties then concentrate effort and sweeteners on a few marginal seats. In a world of multi-channel TV, radio and niche magazines, voters should be offered a wide choice of party.  Proportional systems allow this. Parliamentary constituencies usually have three members, these may belong to one, two or three parties. 
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